
27|03  – 29|03|09Gustav-Stresemann-Institute 
Langer Grabenweg 68, Bonn

International NGO Conference leading up to the UN 2009 
World Conference on Education for Sustainable DevelopmentGLOBAL LEARNING, 

WELTWÄRTS AND BEYOND

BONN NGO DECLARATION

Organizer: Financial support:

FURTHER INFORMATION

VENRO

Dr. Werner-Schuster-Haus
Kaiserstrasse 201 
53113 Bonn | GERMANY

Phone:  +49 (0)228 94677-0 
Fax:  +49 (0)228 94677-99

Mail: sekretariat@venro.org 
Web: www.venro.org 

 World University Service (WUS) 

Goebenstrasse 35
65195 Wiesbaden | GERMANY

Phone:  +49 (0)611 9446051 
Fax:  +49 (0)611 446489 

Mail: info@wusgermany.de 
Web: www.wusgermany.de

The conference is kindly fi nanced by the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ).

De
si

gn
: w

w
w.

an
si

ch
t.c

om
 | 

Ph
ot

os
: f

ot
ol

ia
 – 

fo
to

.fr
itz

 (f
ro

nt
), 

Fr
an

z 
Pfl

 u
eg

l (
ba

ck
)



BONN NGO DECLARATION – GLOBAL LEARNING, WELTWÄRTS AND BEYOND  GLOBAL LEARNING, WELTWÄRTS AND BEYOND – BONN NGO DECLARATION

BONN NGO DECLARATION
29 March 2009

The association of German non-governmental organisations 

(VENRO) together with 175 participants

representing 121 non-governmental organisations

from 51 countries who convened in Bonn for 

the International NGO-Conference

“Global Learning, weltwärts and beyond”

leading up to the

UN 2009 Conference on

Education for Sustainable Development

took stock of worldwide educational programmes and discussed strategic 

steps to make Global Learning the driving force for change towards a 

sustainable future.

The Conference underlines the potential of Education for Sustainable 

Development and the possibilities of voluntary development programmes, 

such as the German programme “weltwärts”, as means for cross-cultural 

understanding and Global Learning.

The representatives of civil society urge governments to set positive examples 

of good governance in view of growing challenges by a worldwide economic 

crisis, by climate change, social injustice, and a lack of democratic participation.

They address

» the delegates of the ESD UN-Conference in Bonn

» the decision makers in education at all levels and

» the stakeholders of Education for Sustainable Development

to act on the following recommendations:

We understand education as the key to cultural transformation towards 

sustainable societies and therefore recommend that

1.  ESD has to be inclusive, participatory and enabling. Actors of ESD have to 

ensure that all members of society can participate in this learning process. 

In its language and approaches it has to meet the individual needs of learners. 

ESD has to be integrated in public life, in formal and non-formal education, 

in our political culture, in economy and in the media. 

2.  Actors and decision makers in education have to work towards transforming 

education systems to comply with the needs of learners confronted with 

social, environmental, economic and cultural challenges of a globalized world. 

ESD as a lifelong learning process promotes active and critical engagement 

from different perspectives. It has to empower individuals and societies to 

fi nd solutions to these challenges.

3.  Governments have to ensure that education as a human right is inclusive, 

free of charge and of good quality. The development of quality education 

needs continuity and a long-term commitment of the various stakeholders. 

Governments, while recognized as the lead actors in education must 

respect the important function of civil society and cooperate with NGOs in 

the formulation and implementation of strategies and programmes.

4.  When it comes to formulating global solutions for a sustainable future, local 

visions of all regions of the world have to be listened to, respected and 

integrated. UNESCO is asked to take the responsibility for coordinating and 

documenting this process by establishing platforms for different world 

regions: in order to allow individuals and organisations to share experiences 

and research on ESD and develop their own agendas and strategies.

5.  The successful implementation of ESD requires global volunteering 

programmes all over the world on the principles of mutual learning exchange, 

accountability and partnership between key stakeholders involved at all levels.

6.  For the successful implementation of the above mentioned recommendations, 

e. g. global volunteering programmes, we need both global and national 

funding mechanisms.

On behalf of the International NGO-Conference 

held in Bonn 27 – 29 March 2009
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